
Daily Reflections 5-21-2018 
  
The readings today have such depth. 
 
In the first reading Genesis 3:9-20, we see the disobedience of Adam and Eve.  Eve who is to be the 
mother of all mankind breaks trust with God by saying “yes” to the serpent.  Adam knowingly eats the 
fruit of the tree and is expelled from the garden effectively shutting the gate for future generations.  
Mary gives her “yes” to God and becomes the mother of the new Adam, Jesus, who obeys the will of his 
father and dies on the cross, opening the gates of heaven to us. 
 
The second message here is in the words of Christ on the cross as he says “It is finished.”  What is 
finished?  We must go back to Exodus to the first Passover to understand.  Each family is told to 
slaughter a lamb or share one with their neighbor.  They are to dip the hyssop plant in the blood of the 
lamb and place in on the lintel and doorposts of their doors preventing the angel of death from entering 
in. 
 
Jesus and his apostles celebrate the Passover at the Last Supper.  The new covenant is established and 
the Eucharist given to us.  Jesus, the Lamb of God gives the bread to his apostles and says “Take this and 
eat. I shall not eat it again until the Kingdom of God has come.”  Then he takes the cup of wine and says, 
“Take this and drink…I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine again until the Kingdom of God has come.”  
Luke 22. 
 
From the cross, Jesus gives his mother to John and in so doing gives her to us too.  We are the adopted 
brothers and sisters of Christ and Mary is our mother, the new Eve and mother of all mankind. 
 
On the cross he is offered the hyssop plant soaked in the sour wine.  When he has taken the wine he 
then says, “It is finished.”  
 
The kingdom of God has come.  Death has been vanquished and eternal life is once more open to us. 
 
Peace, 
Joan Hurley 
 
 
 
Reflection 5-22-2018 
 
The message of today’s readings seems to fly in the face of our culture.  From our earliest years we are 
encouraged to be first, not last.  Whether we compete in athletics or do our best academically, the 
pressure is on to be first.  In our careers it is all about outshining others for promotion, making the most 
money and showing the world that we have “made it” in life.  That rarely makes us happy. 
 
As Christians we are asked to swim against the tide.  It isn’t important that we gain status in this life or 
amass great wealth.  It is more important that we take care of each other and win the race to eternal life 
with Christ.  So many of the great saints are individuals who gave their lives to help the poor and 
helpless amongst us.  Most recently Mother Teresa of Calcutta offers us a shining example. 
 
And, with a great cloud of witnesses cheering us on, what more could we ask?  (Hebrews 12:1) 



 
 
Reflection 5-23-18 
 
James 4:13-17 
 
This passage from the Letter of James speaks to me.  So often in my life I have made plans or prayed 
that my will be done.  There is a saying, “When man makes plans, God laughs.”  We can all attest to this I 
think. 
 
I know that when I have asked God to help me to make a decision  I find I am much happier and more at 
peace with the decision I make.  So many times during my career I asked for His guidance in making 
choices about various job over and offers.  I look back on those and see His hand at work guiding me 
through the various stages of my career and my life.   
 
The last move I made was to Southern Indiana.  I would never have imagined myself living down here.  I 
had plans to work with a university in Indianapolis and as an alternative, a possible move to the west 
coast.  I never imagined that an interview for a position down here would result in an offer.  It did.  I 
prayed that I would be given the guidance to know what it was God wanted me to do and how I could 
serve him best.  All the while of course I was convinced it would not be this position.  It was.  I accepted.  
And, my husband and I have been happier here than anywhere else we have lived. 
 
God is good! 
 
Peace, 
Joan Hurley 
 
 
 
Reflection 5-24-2018 
 
Mark 9:41-50 
 
The message of today’s reading is simple.  Don’t store up wealth at the cost of others.  Remember that 
whatever you do to others, good or bad, you are doing to Christ himself. 
 
These passages always bring to mind the various books by Charles Dickens but especially the beloved 
“Christmas Carol.” I always think of Scrooge’s treatment of poor Bob Cratchit.  He was so cold that he 
had to wear gloves sitting at his desk.  Scrooge refused to put more coal on the fire to heat the office or 
to pay Bob Cratchit an honest wage.  
 
When we read fiction such as the Dickens books we immediately feel empathy for the mis-treated and 
anger at those who are responsible.  In our own world it is harder to look in the mirror and ask ourselves 
whether we are guilty of such behavior. 
 
Peace, 
Joan Hurley 
 



 
Reflection 5-25-2018 
 
Today’s first reading makes us stop and think about our own actions.  How easy it is to judge others.  It is 
somewhat appropriate that this reading from James 5:9-12 is coupled with the Gospel of Mark 10:1-12. 
 
The teaching on divorce seems black and white.  But divorce is often not that way. And it is not easy to 
write reflection on. Most families today have daughters or sons, sisters or brothers who have 
experienced divorce.  The trauma that it brings to a family can be emotionally devastating to not just to 
the husband and wife but to the children and extended family.   
 
When I grew up in Scotland, divorce was a rare event.  I remember my friend confiding it me the fact 
that her parents had actually been divorced before.  She had a brother from her father’s first marriage 
and a sister from her mother’s first marriage.  Divorce was counted as  a black mark back then.  As a 
result, her step-brother and sister rarely visited them and my friend lost out on having a sister and 
brother.  
 
I have seen the hurt and heartache of divorce in my own family.  My brother-in-law and sister-in-law 
experienced very hurtful divorces.  Caring for those involved.  Helping them to heal.  Loving them no 
matter how we feel and praying for them is what we are called to do. 
 
Peace, 
Joan Hurley 
 


